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ANNO QUINQUAGESIMO OCTAVO

GEORGI! III. REGIS.
C A P. VII.
An Act to indemnify all Perfons who have been
concerned in advifing, iffuin
or carrying into
Execu i
r er or r ers for perm1tt1ng- e
Importation and Exportation of certain Goods and
Commodities in Foreign Bottoms into and out of
certain of His Majefty's 117'!ft India Iflands.
[17th March 1818.]

W

HEREAS by an Acl: paffed in the Twelfth Year of the Reign
of His late Majefiy King Charles the Second, intituled An All

for the encouraging and increajing of Shipping and Navigation,

and by other Acls of Parliament now in force, no Goods or Commodities
whatfoever can be imported into or exported out of any Lands, Iflands,
Plantations, or Territories to His Majefty belonging, or in His Majefty's
Poffeffion, or which may hereafter belong unto or be in the Poffefiion of
His Majefty, His Heirs and Succeifors, in Afia, Africa, or America, in
any other Ship or Ships, Veifel or Veifels whatfoever, but in fuch Ships or
Veffels as do truly and without Fraud belong only to the People of the
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, or of any of the Territories
thereof, in the Manner and fubjecl: to the Exceptions and Regulations in
the faid Acl:s refpeclively contained ; but whereas, notwithftanding the
faid Acl:s, His Majefty's Governor of the Hland of Dominica, and the Perfon
acl:ing as G;overnor of Saint Lucia, have found themfelves under the
Neceffity of opening, with the Advice of their refpecl:ive Councils, the Ports
of the faid Iflands for a limited Time, for the Importation of certain Articles
neceifary for the Supply of the faid Iflands, Colonies, Settlements, and
Territories, in Foreign Bottoms, and in like Manner for the Exportation of
certain Articles the Produce of the faid lilands in return for the fame: And
whereas fuch Importation and Exportation as aforefaid are contrary to the
M
faid
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faid Acts of Parliament, but being permitted from the Neceffity of the Occafion, the fame ought to be jufiified by an AB: of Parliament, and rendered
valid and of due Force in Law, and all Perfons advifing or iffuing any
Order or Permiffion of the faid Governor, or Perfon acting as fuch, ought
to be refpectively jufl:ified : Be it therefore enacl:ed by the King's mofl:
Excellent Majefl:y, by and with the Advice and Confent of the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and Commons, in this prefent Parliament affembled,
and by the Authority of the fame, That the faid Orders and Permiffions
Ord~n for
the Importa• be and be deemed valid accordingly, and of due Force in Law; and
tionof Arthat all perfonal Actions and Suits, Indic.l:ments, Informations, and all
ticles into
certain Ports Profecutions and Proceedings whatfoever, which have been or fhall be
contrary to
hereafter profecuted or commenced againfl: any Perfon or Perfons for
the recited
having advifed or iffued or carried into Execution any fuch Order or
AB: declared
Permiffion
at any Time before the palling of this Act, be, are, and 1ball
valid ;
be difcharged and made void by virtue of this Act ; and that if any Acl:ion
or Suit !hall be profecuted or commenced againfl: any Perfon or Perfons
for or by reafon of any fuch Act, Matter, or Thing fo advifed, commanded,
appointed, or done, he, !he, or they may plead the General Iifue, and give
this Ac.l: and the lpecial Matter in Evidence ; and if the Plaintiff or Plaintiffs
in any Action or Suit fo to be profecuted or commenced in that Part of the
UniteLl Kingdom called England, or that Part called Ireland, or in the faid
1Vefi India Hlands, !hall become nonfuit, or forbear further Profecution,
or fuffer Difcontinuance, or if a Verditl; !hall pafs againfl: fuc:h Plaintiff
or Plaintiffs, the Defendant or Defendants fhall recover his, her, or their
Double Cofls, for which he, !he, or they fhall have the lik.e Remedy as in
Cafes where the Cofl:s by Law are given to the Defendants ; and if any
fuch Acl:ion or Suit as aforefaid fhall be commenced or profecuted in that
art
rea
· called Scotland, the Court before which fuch Action
or Suit fhall be commenced or profecuttd (hall allow to the Defender the
Benefit of the Difcharge and Indemnity thereby provided, and !hall further
allow him his Double Cofis of Suit in all fuch Cafes as aforefaid.
and if any
AEtio111 be
brought,
Proceeding&
may be

i\:ayed.

II. And be it alfo enacted, That if any A.ction or Suit hath been already
commenced againfl: any Perfon or Perfons for any fuch Act, Matter, or
Thing fo advifed, commanded, appointed, or done, it {hall and may be
lawful for the Defendants or Defenders in fuch Actions or Suit refpectively,
in whatever Court in the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, or
in the faid Wefi India Iflands, fuch Action or Suit !hall have been commenced, to apply to fuch Court or Courts refpectively to fiay all Proceedings thereon refpectively, by Motion in a fummary Way, and fuch
Court or Courts are hereby required to make Order for that Purpofe
accordingly ; and the Court or Courts making fuch Order !hall allow and
award to the Defendants or Defenders refpecl:ively Double Colts of Suit,
for which they fhall refpectively have the like Remedy as in Cafes where
~e Cofl:s are by Law given to the Defendants or Defenders.
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